Child Development Education Program for Families in the Earthquake-Affected Region
The “Child Development Education Program for Families in the Earthquake-Affected Region”
was implemented in Gaziantep from 14 May to 2 July 2024 for families affected by the
earthquakes centred in Kahramanmaras on 6 February 2023. Conducted in collaboration
between the Departments of Child Development at Istanbul Medipol University’s Faculty of
Health Sciences and School of Health Sciences and Ayse Ferhat Yapar Preschool, the project
was designed for the families of children attending the preschool.

The eight-week program aimed to raise families’ awareness of child development and child
psychology; strengthen effective communication with their children; encourage positive
parenting practices; support children’s development through play; and reinforce family
relationships. The training sessions addressed parent—child communication, parenting attitudes,
emotional and behavioural problems in children, children and play, children’s books, and
children’s use of media and technology.

The program was delivered through both face-to-face and online sessions. Face-to-face sessions
were held at Ayse Ferhat Yapar Preschool, while online sessions were conducted via Microsoft
Teams. The project was led by Professor Arzu Yiikselen and implemented in collaboration with

Lecturer Medine Pervin Baysan.
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